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State Road (SR) 82 from Hendry County Line to Gator Slough Lane, Collier County -
Financial Project No. 430848-1-52-01

UF/IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education Center
2685 SR 29 North, Immokalee, Florida

Wednesday, October 17, 2018, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The Florida Department of Transportation, District One is holding a public information
meeting to discuss improvements on State Road (SR) 82 from Hendry County Line to Gator
Slough Lane in Collier County.

The meeting is from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, October 17, 2018 at the UF/IFAS
Southwest Florida Research and Education Center, 2685 SR 29 North, Immokalee, Florida,
34142. FDOT will hold this meeting to give interested persons the opportunity to view plans
and project materials depicting the improvements. The meeting will be an open house format
where people can ask questions and provide comments to FDOT representatives in a one-on-one
setting.

Project improvements include reconstructing SR 82 and adding two lanes to make four
total lanes, bridge replacements, the addition of a grassmedian, a 10-foot multi-use path, a
5-foot concrete sidewalk, 5-foot paved shoulders, and associated drainage improvements.
The project corridor is approximately 3.8 miles long and was included in the Project Development
and Environment (PD&E) study for the widening of approximately 23 miles of SR 82 from Lee
Boulevard/Colonial Boulevard (CR 884) to SR 29 in Lee, Hendry and Collier counties.

FDOT solicits public participation without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion,
disability, or family status. Persons wishing to express their concerns relative to FDOT compliance
with Title VI may do so by contacting Cynthia Sykes, Title VI Coordinator, at (863) 519-2287 or
by email at Cynthia.Sykes@dot.state.fl.us. People who require special accommodations under
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, or who require translation services (free of charge),
should contact Tammy Sutton, District One ADA Coordinator, at (863) 519-2517 or by email at
Tammy.Sutton@dot.state.fl.us at least seven days prior to the public meeting. If you are hearing
or speech impaired, please contact us by using the Florida Relay Service, 1-800-955-8771 (TDD)
or 1-800-955-8770 (Voice).

For additional project information, please visit
www.swflroads.com/sr82/hendrytogatorslough
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and others from that community are
part of a new exhibit at Stuhr Museum
called “Audacious Nebraska: The De-
scendants of DeWitty,” the Grand Island
Independent reported.

Johnson, of Omaha, and his siblings
Denise Scales, Maurice Johnson and
Avis Roper, are the curators of the ex-
hibit. It is an e�ort they started two
years ago after a historical marker was
placed to honor pioneers of the settle-
ment. The marker was erected o� of U.S.
Highway 83 by Brownlee, which is near
the actual site of DeWitty.

The exhibit is open through Nov. 11.
DeWitty, so named after one of the

early settlers, was later renamed Auda-
cious. The community was formed in
the early 1900s and lasted about 30
years, making it one of the longest-run-
ning settlements of its kind in Nebras-
ka.

Johnson was at the 2016 dedication
ceremony for the historical marker. He
said it was there being surrounded by
other DeWitty descendants that he
thought of forming a nonpro�t organi-
zation to help keep the history of the set-
tlement alive.

Over the course of the next few
months, he and Scales worked to estab-
lish the Descendants of DeWitty non-
pro�t. The siblings proceeded to re-
search their family’s roots and gather
photographs for the traveling exhibit
that they recently brought to Grand Is-
land.

About two dozen photographs are
part of the display, including a few of
Walker.

Johnson said he isn’t sure why Walk-
er left Canada for Nebraska and why he
speci�cally settled in DeWitty. The
Homestead Act of 1862 drew settlers to
the area by giving them 160 acres of
land. Later, the Kinkaid Act o�ered 640
acres.

Walker, though, had an established
life in Canada. It was there he married
his �rst wife, Sarah Kersey, in 1858. After
she died, he married Charlotte Hatter
Riley. The couple raised 13 children, in-
cluding �ve from Riley’s �rst marriage
and four from his to Kersey.

Johnson said Walker possibly moved
to Nebraska because of a growing hos-

tile relationship with native Canadians.
Walker lived in Dawson County in

Nebraska for years before moving to De-
Witty. Johnson suspects that Walker
moved to DeWitty after hearing about
land available there from Clem Deavers,
one of the �rst African-Americans to �le
a homestead claim in Cherry County.

Settlers of DeWitty were farmers,
planting crops and raising animals.
They lived in sod homes. The communi-
ty had a post o�ce, general store, a
church and schools. It grew to about 200
residents.

Unlike other parts of the country,
race didn’t matter much to those living
in the Sandhills. It was about neighbors
helping neighbors. That was evident in
the relationship between DeWitty set-
tlers and those in the nearby communi-
ty of Brownlee.

“There was no racial animosity. They
got along. They worked together. They
knew each other. They were neighbors.
Back in those days when you were farm-
ing, the bottom line is you had to raise
food or you starved. Collectively they
worked together,” he said.

The tolls of droughts and other hard-
ships impacted those in DeWitty. Over
time, families sold their land and the
last black resident left in 1936.

The exhibit is a way to bring history
that not many are familiar with to the
forefront by telling the stories of the
people who lived there.

“We are expanding the American
narrative and our ultimate goal is not
just to expand it, but to save our history
from demolition. If this story goes un-
told, it dies,” said David Roper, John-
son’s brother-in-law.

Roper is also part of the family’s ef-
fort to keep the DeWitty story alive. He
said pouring life into it will bene�t oth-
ers.

“They will see that we have a history
and we have a sense of not only strug-
gle, but success,” he said.

When Johnson looks at the photos,
including the sun shining on the Lake
Erie beach, he said he can’t help but be
in awe.

“I’m honored and just full of so much
admiration for my ancestors. I think
about everything they went through.
I’ve got no excuses. I don’t have half the
issues they had to deal with,” he said.
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