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1. Executive Summary 
 

Archaeological Consultants, Inc. (ACI) performed an additional cultural resource 
assessment survey (CRAS) within the area of potential effects (APE) for the State Road (SR) 
60 Grade Separation over CSX Railroad in Polk County in October 2016 (Figure 1). This 
work was conducted for the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) to update the 
previous CRAS addendum (ACI 2016) that was prepared for this project. Previously, in 
2014, a Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study CRAS was conducted for SR 
60 Grade Separation over the CSX Railroad corridor, including three pond sites (ACI 2014) 
and was approved by the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) in December 2014 
(Bendus 2014; Appendix A). Due to minor design changes (the addition ingress/infall and 
egress/outfall easements), additional archaeological testing and historic resources survey was 
conducted in 2015 (ACI 2016). This memo was also approved by the SHPO (Parsons 2016; 
Appendix A). Currently, another pond alternative has been added and an existing outfall 
ditch will be improved (Figures 1 and 2).  The archaeological and historical APE is defined 
as the area contained within the two new project areas (ponds and ditch). This survey was 
performed to locate and identify any prehistoric and historic period archaeological sites and 
historic structures located within the APE to assess site significance in terms of eligibility for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).    

 
As a result of field work, no historic or prehistoric archaeological sites were found 

within the APE, nor were any historic resources discovered.  Thus, no sites listed or eligible 
for listing in the NRHP will be affected by this project.  

2. Introduction 
 

The CRAS was initiated to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended by Public Law 89-665; the Archaeological and 
Historic Preservation Act, as amended by Public Law 93-291; Executive Order 11593; and 
Chapter 267, Florida Statutes (FS). All work was carried out in conformity with Part 2, 
Chapter 12 (“Archaeological and Historical Resources”) of the FDOT’s PD&E Manual 
(January 1999 revision), and the standards contained in the Cultural Resource Management 
Standards and Operational Manual (Florida Division of Historical Resources [FDHR] 
2003), as well as with the provisions contained in the revised Chapter 267, FS.  
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Field surveys were preceded by background research.  Such work served to provide 
an informed set of expectations concerning the kinds of cultural resources which might be 
anticipated to occur within the project’s APE, as well as a basis for evaluating any new sites 
found.  
 
 
3. Project Description 
 

Since the submittal of the previous 2014 CRAS (ACI 2014) and 2016 CRAS 
addendum (ACI 2016), another pond alternative has been added and an existing outfall ditch 
will be improved (Figures 1-3; Photos 1 and 2). Specifically, the pond alternative is located 
west of the Peace River Canal and north of the SR 60 right-of-way (ROW) abutting the Duke 
Energy property. The ditch outfall is located east of the CSX Railroad and north of SR 60; 
improvements to the existing outfall ditch are required to allow FDOT maintenance access 
and to improve conveyance (FallerDavis 2016). 

 

 

Photo 1. Looking northwest at the outfall ditch. 
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Photo 2.  Looking north at pond site. 
 

 
4. Archaeological and Historical Background 
 

Prior to initiating the archaeological and historical survey, ACI reviewed the CRAS 
for SR 60 (ACI 2014) and the previous CRAS addendum (ACI 2016). This review indicated 
that no NRHP listed or determined eligible cultural resources had been identified within the 
project APE. A review of the FMSF database (September 2016) confirmed this. 

 
 

5. Survey Methods 
 

Archaeological: Archaeological field survey included both ground surface 
reconnaissance and the systematic excavation of shovel test pits. Subsurface testing was 
conducted systematically at 164 ft intervals (50 meters [m]) and 100 m (328 ft) intervals. All 
shovel tests measured 1.6 ft in diameter and most were dug to 3.3 ft in depth. All recovered 
soil was screened through a 0.25 inch (in) mesh hardware cloth to maximize the recovery of 
cultural materials, and, after soil stratigraphy was recorded, each test pit was refilled. The 
location of each shovel test was plotted on an aerial and shown on Figure 3.  
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Historical: The historical/architectural field survey consisted of a reconnaissance of 
the project APE to determine if any historic structures (those 50 years of age or older) were 
present.  
  

Laboratory Procedures and Curation: In the event that cultural materials were 
recovered, they would be initially cleaned and sorted by artifact class and subjected to a 
limited technological analysis. However, no artifacts were found as a result of this survey. 
 

 All project related information will be housed at ACI, in Sarasota, pending transfer to 
a FDOT-designated repository for permanent storage and curation. A copy of this report and 
survey log will be on file at the FDHR in Tallahassee.  
 

Unexpected Discoveries:  It was planned that if human burial sites such as Indian 
mounds, lost historic and prehistoric cemeteries, or other unmarked burials or associated 
artifacts were found, the provisions and guidelines set forth in Chapter 872.05 FS (Florida’s 
Unmarked Burial Law) would be followed. However, it was not anticipated that such sites 
would be found within the APE. 

 
 

6.   Results and Recommendations 
 

 Archaeological:  Field survey resulted in the excavation of 11 shovel tests placed in 
the two additional areas surveyed (Figure 3). As a result of this archaeological testing, no 
sites were found and no additional archaeological testing is recommended.  The stratigraphy 
of the shovel tests in the outfall ditch consisted of 0-30 cm (0-12 in) of dark grey sand and 
30-100 cm (12-39 in) of light grey sand; water was encountered around 70 cm (28 in). Soils 
within the pond had a stratigraphy of 0-20 cm (0-8 in) of dark grey sand; 20-70 cm (8-28 in) 
of light grey sand; and 70-100 cm (28-39 in) of orange/brown sand with concretions noted in 
a few of the shovel tests. 

 
Historical:  As a result of the historical survey, no historic resources were identified 

within the project APE. 
 
Conclusions: In summary, there will be no effect on any cultural resources, including 

archaeological sites and historic resources, which are listed, determined eligible, or 
potentially eligible for listing in the NRHP.   
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APPENDIX B: SURVEY LOG 
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