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The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental 
laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by the Florida Department of Transportation 

(FDOT) pursuant to 23 U.S.C. §327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 14, 2016 and 
executed by the Federal Highway Administration and FDOT. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida Department of Transportation (or FDOT) welcomes you to this alternatives public workshop for State Road 70 “Project Development and Environment”, or P D and E study.  The purpose of this workshop is to provide you the opportunity to ask questions and offer comments about proposed improvements for State Road 70 in Highlands County. 




Florida Department of Transportation 

Project Location 

SR 70 
Jefferson Avenue/ 

Placid Lakes Boulevard 
east to CR 29 – 7.1 miles 

 
• Jefferson Avenue/Placid Lakes 

Boulevard east 4.3 miles to US 27 
 
• From US 27 east 2.8 miles to east 

of CR 29 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The study area for State Road 70 from Jefferson Avenue/Placid Lakes Boulevard to County Road 29 PD&E extends from Jefferson Avenue/Placid Lakes Boulevard eastward approximately 4.3 miles to US 27.  From US 27, the project extends approximately 2.8 miles eastward, ending at County Road 29.  The overall State Road 70 study is approximately 7.1 miles in length, as shown on the project location map.  
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Purpose and Need 

• Improve emergency evacuation 
• Enhance safety along the project corridor 
• Support rural area of opportunity initiatives  
• Increase regional mobility and improve direct 

access to US 27 for north-south travel and 
movement of goods 

• Accommodate increased traffic demand, 
especially truck traffic generated by projected 
economic growth in Highlands County 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The purpose of this project is to determine what improvements will be needed to Improve emergency evacuation, Enhance safety along the project corridor, 
Support the rural area of opportunity initiatives,
Increase regional mobility, and improve direct access to US 27 and to accommodate increased traffic demand, especially truck traffic generated by projected economic growth
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Objective 

 
• Evaluate widening the existing two-lane undivided 

roadway to a four-lane divided roadway 
 

• Document the need for roadway improvements 
within the SR 70 corridor 
 

• Determine the least environmentally impactful 
practicable improvements necessary to address 
the existing roadway deficiencies   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The objective of this project is to

Evaluate widening the existing two-lane undivided roadway to a four-lane divided roadway,

Document the need for roadway improvements within the SR 70 corridor and

Determine the least environmentally impactful practicable improvements necessary to address the existing roadway deficiencies.  
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Agency Coordination 

• Highlands County  
– The project is identified in the Capital 

Improvements Element of the Highlands County 
2030 Comprehensive Plan 

• Heartland Regional Transportation Planning 
Organization  

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Florida Department of Transportation is coordinating with Highlands County, Heartland Regional Transportation Planning Organization, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission on this project.

The project is identified in the Capital Improvements Element of the Highlands County 2030 Comprehensive Plan.  

The project is within an area referred to as the highlands ridge.  This area is known for sandy soils and dry conditions.  Due to the regions unique environment, it contains many federal and state listed protected species and rare communities.



Florida Department of Transportation 

Existing Roadway 

SR 70 from Jefferson Avenue to CR 29 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout the limits of this study SR 70 is designated as a rural principal arterial highway, a Strategic Intermodal System highway, and an evacuation route.  The existing SR 70 facility consists of a two-lane undivided roadway with 12-foot travel lanes, 10- foot shoulders (of which five-feet is paved), and open roadside ditches within varying widths of existing right-of-way 
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Proposed Alternatives 

Each build alternative provides:  
 
• Two travel lanes in each direction, separated 

by a grass median 
• 10-foot (7-foot paved) outside shoulders 
• 4 to 8-foot inside shoulders  
• 10-foot detached multi-use path 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each build alternative provides two travel lanes in each direction separated by a grass median, shoulders, a detached multi-use path, and open roadside drainage.




Florida Department of Transportation 

Proposed Design Alternatives 

• Rural:  
– 40-foot median (including eight-foot inside 

shoulders, four-foot paved) 
 

• Suburban:   
– 30-foot median (including four-foot paved inside 

shoulders)  
– Curbed median   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two designs are being considered for this study area. A rural and a suburban roadway design.  Along with the similarities on the previous slide, the rural design has a 40-foot grassed median including eight-foot unpaved inside shoulders, four feet of which is paved.
The suburban design has a 30-foot median including four-foot paved inside shoulders.  The suburban design also provides a curbed median. 
The following proposed options use these two designs. The other variation in the options is the side of the road where right-of-way acquisition may be necessary.



Florida Department of Transportation 

Roadway Segments 

• Segment A is the western segment of the project 
extending from Jefferson Avenue/Placid Lakes 
Boulevard to west of Monroe Street (2.1 miles)  

 
• Segment B extends eastward from west of 

Monroe Street to Ekhoff Lane (2.8 miles)  
 
• Segment C extends eastward from Ekhoff Lane to 

CR 29 (2.2 miles) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Within the limits of this study there are three segments with distinct sets of existing characteristics.  The three segments are separated for analysis so that the alternatives in this study best address the unique sets of constraints in each segment.  Segment A is the western segment of the project extending from Jefferson Avenue/Placid Lakes Boulevard to west of Monroe Street. Segment B extends eastward from Segment A to Ekhoff Lane.  Segment C extends eastward from Segment B to County Road 29.
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Segment A  

• Jefferson Avenue/Placid Lakes Boulevard to west 
of Monroe Street 
– Right-of-way width is approximately 60-70 feet 
– Additional right-of-way will be required 
– The Lake Wales Ridge Wildlife and Environmental Area 

abuts the project corridor to the north and south 
– Florida Gas Transmission (FGT) gas pipeline abuts the 

project corridor to the south 
– Eastern half of Segment A is located within the Lake 

Placid urban area buffer  
 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Segment A begins at the western project limit at Jefferson Avenue/Placid Lakes Boulevard and extends 2.1 miles to approximately 850 feet west of Monroe Street.  This segment is characterized by a very narrow existing right-of-way corridor and is bordered by state conservation lands on its north and south side and a gas utility easement on its south side.
Through Segment A, the typical existing right-of-way width is 60-70 feet.  The Lake Wales Ridge Wildlife and Environmental Area which is managed by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, borders the existing right-of-way on both sides.  A fifty-foot wide gas utility easement owned by Florida Gas Transmission (FGT) borders the south side of the roadway throughout this segment.
The eastern half of Segment A is located within the Lake Placid urban area buffer beginning just west of Placid View Drive and extending 1.2 miles through the eastern limit of the segment.




Florida Department of Transportation 

Segment A – Option A1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In segment A, the rural roadway design is proposed.  For option A1 the corridor would maintain the existing southern right-of-way line and right-of-way would need to be acquired from The Lake Wales Ridge Wildlife and Environmental Area which borders the corridor on the north side.



Florida Department of Transportation 

Segment A – Option A2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For Option A2, the proposed rural roadway would maintain the existing northern right-of-way line and right-of-way would need to be acquired from the south side.  These alternatives would also require relocation of the Florida Gas Transmission gas pipeline which borders the southern right-of-way line.  
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Segment B 

• West of Monroe Street to Ekhoff Lane.  
– Right-of-way width varies from 200 to 214 feet 

• Except approximately 650-foot section east of US 27 where 
there is less and right-of-way will be required 

– The FGT gas pipeline abuts the western segment of 
the project corridor 

– The Lake Wales Ridge Wildlife and Environmental Area 
abuts a portion of the project corridor to the north 

– Archbold Biological Station abuts a portion of the 
project corridor to the south 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Segment B extends eastward from the end of Segment A, Monroe Street, to Ekhoff Lane. The right-of-way in this segment is wider than that in Segment A and generally large enough to accommodate a four-lane divided roadway.  Only minimal right-of-way will be needed on the north side near the eastern end of the segment. The western end of this segment is bordered by an adjacent FGT gas pipeline easement, the Lake Wales Ridge Wildlife and Environmental Area and Archbold Biological Station, a private environmental preserve and research facility listed as a historic resource.  Segment B is located within the Lake Placid urban area throughout the majority of the segment.




Florida Department of Transportation 

Segment B – Option B 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All Segment B build alternatives would provide a suburban roadway design in the existing right-of-way.  



Florida Department of Transportation 

Segment C 

From Ekhoff Lane to CR 29  
– Right-of-way is 200 feet 

• Exception approximately ½ mile segment on the 
eastern end from west of Hall Road to the end of the 
project   

• Right-of-way in this area is approximately 45 feet and 
additional right-of-way will be required on both the 
north and south 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Segment C begins at Ekhoff Lane and extends 2.2 miles to the eastern project limit at CR 29. The right-of-way in this area is generally 200 feet wide, with the exception of a segment on the eastern end from west of Hall Road to the end of the project.  In this area the right-of-way is approximately 45 feet and additional right-of-way will be required.

The land adjacent to Segment C is predominantly low density residential, citrus groves and other agricultural uses.  Nearly all of Segment C is located within the Lake Placid urban area buffer.  




Florida Department of Transportation 

Segment C – Option C1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Option C1 would provide a suburban roadway design. The corridor would maintain the existing northern right-of-way for the segment with 200 feet of existing right-of-way and right-of-way would need to be acquired from lands which border the corridor on the south side.  For the eastern segment of the corridor, where right-of-way is 45 feet, additional property will be required on both the north and south sides of the road.  




Florida Department of Transportation 

Segment C – Option C2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Option C2 would provide a rural roadway design with similar right-of-way needs.
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No-Build Alternative 

• No construction costs 
• No right-of-way costs 
• No disruption of natural, social, cultural or 

physical resources 
• Does not accomplish purpose & need for 

project 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The No-Build Alternative remains a viable alternative throughout the study process.  It assumes that both normal and evacuation traffic volumes continue to increase in the future without capacity or operational improvements.  Only standard maintenance activities would be conducted along the project.  The No-Build Alternative eliminates right-of-way costs and minimizes construction costs along with environmental impacts.  However, it does not accomplish the purpose and need for this project.
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Evaluation Matrix 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide shows the evaluation matrix for the project.  This is a tool used to easily compare costs and impacts of different project segment options and project alternatives. The overall estimated project construction cost varies from about 39.8 million dollars to about 43 million dollars depending on the segment options selected.  The evaluation matrix is on a display board here tonight for you to review.
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Project Schedule 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The SR 70 PD&E study began in spring of 2015. The anticipated completion date for the project is the end of 2018



Florida Department of Transportation 

Funding 

At this time there is no funding for future phases 
of the improvements past the PD&E Study. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At this time there is no funding for future phases of the improvements past the PD&E Study.




Florida Department of Transportation 

Give Us Your Comments! 

• You may complete a comment form here tonight 
• Take comment form and mail back within (10 

days) 
• Visit project website at 

www.swflroads.com/sr70/jeffersontocr29/ 
• Email project manager at 

Steven.Andrews@dot.state.fl.us 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We want your comments!  Please complete a comment form here tonight and leave in one of the boxes, or mail it to the address listed on the form, postmarked by April 10, 2017.  You may also visit the project website listed on the brochure or email the project manager, Steven.Andrews@dot.state.fl.us with your thoughts.

http://www.swflroads.com/sr70/jeffersontocr29/


Thank you for joining us for the  
Alternatives Public Workshop! 

Florida Department of 
TRANSPORTATION 



The presentation will begin again in 
3 minutes 

Florida Department of 
TRANSPORTATION 
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