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Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing 
 
OTHER AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 
HNTB 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District One, is holding a public workshop for the State Road 
(SR) 758 at Beach Road Intersection Improvements Project Development and Environment (PD&E) study in Siesta 
Key, Sarasota County, FL. Financial Project ID Number: 434491-1-52-01. FDOT invites all members of the public 
to attend. 
DATE AND TIME: Tuesday, March 10, 2015, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
PLACE: St. Boniface Episcopal Church, 5615 Midnight Pass Road, Sarasota, Florida 
GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: The workshop is an informal open house where people 
are welcome to review project displays, view an automated presentation and provide comments to project team 
members in a one-on-one setting. SR 758 at Beach Road is a signalized “T”-intersection with pedestrian crosswalks 
across the north and west legs of the intersection. The study will evaluate alternatives to improve multi-modal 
accessibility at the intersection while maintaining existing vehicular capacity. The department has sent notices to all 
property owners, business owners and condominium/homeowner associations located near the intersection study 
limits and others expressing interest in the study. 
The workshop is developed in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes. FDOT 
solicits public participation without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family 
status. 
People who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or people who require 
translation services (free of charge) should contact Aaron Kaster at (863)519-2495 or aaron.kaster@dot.state.fl.us at 
least seven days prior to the workshop. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Florida Department 
of Transportation using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice). 
For more information about the project, please contact Mr. Kaster at the above phone number or email address. 
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Sarasota Wednesday, Mar. 11, 2015  

FDOT holds public workshop on potential Siesta Key 
roundabout 
 
by: Jessica Salmond Staff Writer  
The Florida Department of Transportation held a public open house last night about the potential 

changes to the Midnight Pass, Beach Road intersection, and the reaction the representatives received was 

solid: no roundabout, please. 

FDOT has made similar presentations at two Siesta Key Association meetings in February and 

November. The information at last night’s meeting was the same as before. FDOT is considering three 

options: leaving the intersection the same, removing the free‐flowing right turns and signalizing all turns, 

and putting in a roundabout. No official decision has been made. 

At the workshop, which was held at St. Boniface Episcopal Church, FDOT handed out a fact sheet about 

roundabouts to dispel some myths that are associated with the alternative intersections and had 

renderings for people to view.   

However, residents of Siesta Key are skeptical about the effectiveness of a roundabout at this particular 

intersection because of the amount of pedestrian traffic. 

Donna Grantham, a Siesta Cove resident, said she generally likes roundabouts, but one at this location 

would be inappropriate. Pedestrians wouldn’t have a clear, safe crosswalk, and the majority of traffic 

flows north to south. 

“I think it would be hard (for vehicles) to get into the circle,” she said, referring to the cars trying to move 

from Midnight Pass. 

Grantham said she thought a better and less expensive solution would be to increase signage at the 

intersection as it currently is, so pedestrians are more visible and drivers are more aware. The 

roundabout would clog up traffic, rather than let it flow better, she said. 

“It’s a lot of expense for not gaining a lot of flow or pedestrian safety,” Grantham said. 




