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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) conducted a Project Development and 

Environment (PD&E) Study for S.R. 72 at S.R. 70 from S.R. 72 from C.R. 661 to S.R. 70 

AND S.R. 70 from C.R. 661 to the Peace River Bridge in DeSoto County, Florida. The 

project location map, shown in Figure 1, illustrates the location and limits of the study. 

 

The purpose of the PD&E Study is to provide documented environmental and engineering 

analyses to assist FDOT’s Office of Environmental Management (OEM), the lead federal 

agency, in reaching a decision on the type, location and conceptual design of the necessary 

improvements, in order to accommodate future traffic demand in a safe and efficient 

manner. The PD&E Study also satisfies the requirements of the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) and other related state and federal environmental laws and regulations 

and qualifies the project for federal-aid funding of future development phases of the 

project. 

 

The purpose of this report is to document the public and local agency participation 

accomplished throughout the study process. In compliance with State and Federal rules, a 

Public Involvement Plan was developed and implemented as an integral part of this project. 

FDOT recognizes that the success of any transportation improvement is dependent upon a 

comprehensive public outreach effort. The program focused on soliciting community 

participation regarding local issues and concerns throughout the project development 

process. The balance of this report describes the following components of the program:  

public communications (emails, newsletters, website, media coverage, etc.), local agency 

presentations and stakeholder meetings, and the public hearing.  

 

1.1 Project Description 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District One, conducted a Project 

Development and Environment (PD&E) study for proposed improvements, including 

consideration of a single lane roundabout at the intersection of S.R. 70 and S.R. 72 in 

Arcadia, Florida. Alternatives evaluated included pedestrian and bicycle crossings, multi-

use pathways to provide safe connectivity for the area, shifting the alignment of S.R. 72, 

and reconstruction of S.R. 70 from C.R. 661 to the Peace River Bridge. The study also 

evaluated raising the roadway to alleviate flooding caused by the Peace River.
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Figure 1:  Project Location Map 
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2.0 PROJECT KICKOFF 

2.1 Public Involvement Plan 
 

A Public Involvement Plan (PIP) prepared under separate cover (approved August 24, 

2023) was created for this project outlining community outreach efforts. It presents the 

approach used to involve the public, public officials, the media, and government agencies 

throughout the project. The plan is in compliance with FDOT’s PD&E Manual, Part 1, 

Chapter 11. All outreach is in compliance with Section 339.155, Florida Statute (F.S.), 

Section 335.199 F.S., Section 120.525 F.S., Section 286.011 F.S., Federal Highway Act of 

1968, as amended,  National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, Title 23, 

Code of Federal Regulations, Part 450 & 771,  Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 

1500-1508, 23 United States Code, Section 109(h), Americans with Disabilities Act of 

1990 (ADA), Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and other Nondiscrimination Laws,  

Executive Order 13166, Limited English Proficiency, Executive Order 07-01, Section 2, 

Plain Language Initiative, Section 286.29, FS, Climate-Friendly Public Business (Green 

Lodging), and other requirements as applicable.   

 

2.2 Project Kickoff Notifications  
 

Project kickoff emails were sent to elected officials by FDOT, District One, District 

Environmental Administrator, and to Appointed Officials/Agencies by FDOT, District 

One, District Designee (Adam Rose) on January 12, 2023. These emails provided an 

overview of the project and public involvement program. They also included the first 

project newsletter.  

 

The Project Kickoff newsletter, published in English was mailed on January 27, 2023, 

informing the public of the start of the project and included a discussion of the study 

process and schedule. The newsletter also encouraged the need for public input and 

provided information on points of contact within the Department regarding citizen 

comments and concerns.   

 

This newsletter was mailed to the property owner mailing list which was developed from 

information in the DeSoto County Property Appraiser’s website. It was also distributed to 

interested parties who had contacted the Department and requested to be added to the 

project mailing list. The elected/appointed officials email notifications, email distribution 

list, project kickoff newsletter (newsletter #1) and the full mailing list updated on January 

11, 2023, are provided in Appendix A. 

 

 

3.0 PUBLIC HEARING 
 

3.1 Public Hearing – December 7, 2023 
 

 FDOT conducted a hybrid public hearing to provide interested persons with information 

on the preferred alternative selected by FDOT, and to allow the public the opportunity to 
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comment. The hearing was held on December 7, 2023, at Turner Agri Civic Center, 2250 

NE Roan St, Arcadia, FL 34266 and the formal hearing portion was live streamed online 

through GoToWebinar. The in-person venue was chosen because of proximity to project, 

ADA accommodations, and responsiveness of venue staff. Meeting materials were posted 

to the project webpage (https://www.swflroads.com/project/443123-2) on November 30, 

2023. 

The Public Hearing was advertised in the following manner: 

• Email to Elected Officials – Distributed on November 9, 2023 

• Email to Appointed Officials – Distributed on November 9, 2023 

• Email to Interested Parties – Distributed on November 9, 2023 

• Newsletter to Property Owners – Mailed on November 10, 2023 

• Florida Administrative Register – Published on November 27, 2023 

• FDOT Public Notice Website – Published on November 16, 2023 

• Legal Advertisements – Published in Sun Newspaper (Port Charlotte) on  

November 19, 2023, and November 30, 2023. 

 

As attendees entered the hearing, they were provided with a handout and the project team 

explained the comment process. An the in-person event, an open house was held from 5 – 

6 p.m. Members of the study team were available to answer questions and discuss the 

project during this time. A separate table for roundabout information, project technical 

reports, and right-of-way information was available to the public.  

The following project-related information was on display: 

• Roll plots of S.R. 72 at S.R. 70 

• Project location map 

• Typical Section S.R. and S.R. 70 

• Floodplain Maps 

• Roundabout animation station 

• Welcome and Thank you Boards  

• Schedule and Funding  

• Evaluation Matrix 

• Comment Board 

• Title VI  

• Hearing Statutes 

At 6 p.m. the formal portion of the hearing began for both the in-person and online 

attendees. A project presentation was played, and the public had the opportunity to provide 

verbal comments. 4 attendees provided verbal testimony at the in-person event and 1 

attendee provided verbal comment through the online event.  

In addition to the verbal comments, other comments were submitted either by email, 

website, or by mail. In-person hearing attendees were also able to leave written 

comments. 5 comment forms were received at the in-person hearing and 10 during the 

10-day comment period following the meeting, ending December 17, 2023.  

 

• Opposition to the roundabout and request for a light instead 

• Request for a traffic light instead 

• Questions about how trucks will utilize a roundabout 

• Support for the roundabout 
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• Request for reduction of proposed right of way needed in front of a single 

residence 

• Concern for bicyclist and pedestrian accommodations (wanting multiple options 

for various skill levels of bicyclists) 

 

The public hearing notifications, including emails, advertisements, newsletter invite, and 

mailing list, are provided in Appendix B. The sign-in sheets, project presentation, and all 

hearing materials can be found in Appendix C. The comment sheets from the hearing, as 

well as those received in the 10 days following, can be found in Appendix D.  A transcript 

package was also prepared under separate cover. 

 

4.0 AGENCY AND STAKEHOLDER COORDINATION  
 

4.1 Small Group Meetings/Presentations to Stakeholders 
 

To involve more of the public, meetings were held with various stakeholder groups 

interested in the project. The team met with representatives from Super Stop Petroleum 

Inc. on October 5, 2023. There were 5 attendees at the in-person meeting. Exhibits 

discussed showed the limits of the project, the typical sections, location of anticipated right-

of-way acquisition, current project layout and current roundabout detail. No formal 

comments were received. A meeting with a representative of the Peace River Campground 

was held on March 24, 2026. There were 4 attendees at the in-person meeting. Exhibits 

discussed a general overview of the project, flooding and storm impacts, property and right-

of-way concerns, and operations and access. The team received 9 verbal comments from 

the campground representative. The presentations and additional documentation from these 

meetings can be found in Appendix E.  

4.2 Local Government Coordination 
 

Presentations were made to various local government officials interested in the project. The 

team presented to DeSoto County Board of Commissioners on November 14, 2023. There 

were 8 attendees at the in-person meeting. The slide presentation showed the limits of the 

project, the typical sections, location of anticipated right-of-way acquisition, current 

project layout and current roundabout detail. The slide presentation showed the limits of 

the project, the typical sections, location of anticipated right-of-way acquisition, current 

project layout and current roundabout detail. During the meeting, commissioners provided 

comments related to safety, evacuation functionality, design constraints, and future 

corridor improvements. The team presented to DeSoto County Board of Commissioners 

on January 23, 2024. There were 7 attendees at the meeting. The team received 13 verbal 

comments from the commissioners during this presentation, which resulted in the changes 

to the alignment of S.R. 72 and the placement of the roundabout. The team had two virtual 

meetings with the DeSoto County Board of Commissioners on August 19, 2024. There 

were 9 attendees at both virtual meetings at 9 A.M. and 10 A.M. The slide presentation 

showed the limits of the project, the typical sections, location of anticipated right-of-way 

acquisition, current project layout and current roundabout detail. No comments were 
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received at both meetings. The team had two hybrid-style meetings with DeSoto County 

Board of Commissioners on August 26, 2024. There were 7 attendees at the 9 A.M. hybrid 

meeting and 8 attendees at the 10 A.M hybrid meeting. The slide presentation showed the 

limits of the project, the typical sections, location of anticipated right-of-way acquisition, 

current project layout and current roundabout detail. No comments were received at both 

meetings. The team presented to DeSoto County on March 11, 2025. There were 5 

attendees at the in-person meeting. The meeting detailed the limits of the project, the 

typical sections, location of anticipated right-of-way acquisition, current project layout and 

current roundabout detail. The presentations and additional documentation from these 

meetings can be found in Appendix F. 

 

4.3 Agency Presentations 
 

FDOT updated local municipalities and agencies throughout the project. These 

municipalities and agencies were identified as having an interest in the S.R. 72 at S.R. 70 

PD&E study. A presentation was provided to the Heartland Regional Transportation 

Planning Organization (HRTPO) Technical Advisory Committee on November 15, 2023. 

The slide presentation showed the limits of the project, the typical sections, location of 

anticipated right-of-way acquisition, current project layout and current roundabout detail. 

No comments were received. The team presented to the HRTPO Citizens Advisory 

Committee on November 16, 2023. The slide presentation showed the limits of the project, 

the typical sections, location of anticipated right-of-way acquisition, current project layout 

and current roundabout detail. No comments were received. The team presented to the 

HRTPO Board on December 6, 2023. The slide presentation showed the limits of the 

project, the typical sections, location of anticipated right-of-way acquisition, current 

project layout and current roundabout detail. No comments were received. Information 

from these meetings is included in Appendix G.   

 

5.0 OTHER PUBLIC OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
 

5.1 Project Website 
 

A project website was available at https://www.swflroads.com/project/443123-2. The 

website was updated regularly to keep the public appraised of the project’s status. The 

website featured a PD&E study focused on proposed safety and roadway improvements at 

the intersection of S.R. 70 and S.R. 72 in Arcadia. It outlined the purpose of the study, the 

potential design alternatives being evaluated—such as a single‑lane roundabout, pedestrian 

and bicycle enhancements, multi‑use paths, roadway realignment, and raising the roadway 

to reduce flooding—and summarized public involvement activities, including a December 

2023 public hearing. The page also provided access to project documents, engineering 

reports, roll plots, images, and videos related to the proposed improvements. Screenshots 

of the initial project website can be found in Appendix H. 
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5.2 Additional Public Comment 

Additional public comment was received outside of the public hearing comment period. 

Details of these comments and copies of the comments are included in Appendix I. 

5.3 Additional Public Outreach 
 

Based on discussions held during the DeSoto County Board of Commissioners meetings, 

FDOT refined the project concept to address the concerns raised by local officials and 

community members. Following these adjustments, FDOT issued notification letters to 

the two property owners directly affected by the revised concept. Documentation and 

additional details related to the Board of Commissioners meetings are provided in 

Appendix J. 

5.4 LDCA Approval 

Upon receipt of Location and Design Concept Acceptance (LDCA) from FDOT’s Office 

of Environmental Management (OEM), a Final Notifications Package will be compiled 

under separate cover.
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Appendix C: 

Public Hearing Materials 
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Appendix D: 

Public Hearing Comments 
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