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Welcome to the Florida Department of Transportation’s public hearing for the State Road
(S.R.) 70 Project Development and Environment, or PD&E, study. We appreciate your
attendance and participation.
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This public hearing is being conducted to give the public the opportunity to review and
provide comments on the proposed preferred alternative and associated effects on the
social, economic, cultural, natural, and physical environment. The purpose of this PD&E
study is to evaluate engineering and environmental data and document information that
will aid FDOT District One and the FDOT Office of Environmental Management in
determining the type, preliminary design, and location of the proposed improvements.
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The study begins at County Road 721 South in Highlands County and extends approximately
8.6 miles to County Road 599 or 128% Avenue in Okeechobee County. The department

proposes to widen State Road 70 to a four-lane divided roadway with the addition of paved
shoulders, turn lanes and a shared use path.
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The need for the proposed improvements to State Road 70 include improving traffic safety
conditions, emergency evacuation and incident response times. The crash rate for this
section of State Road 70 is 1.56, which is notably higher than the Highlands County crash
rate of 0.898 and Okeechobee County crash rate of 0.717 for similar facilities.

The substandard lane and shoulder widths and proximity of guardrails, roadside swales,
and fence posts restrict the ability of drivers to avoid hazards. Due to the roadway's current
configuration, there is limited space for an emergency service vehicle to pass to respond to
a situation during periods of congestion or to accommodate a disabled vehicle to prevent it
from obstructing traffic flow.
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State Road 70 is part of the emergency evacuation route network designated by the Florida
Division of Emergency Management, or FDEM, as well as the network established by
Highlands and Okeechobee Counties. This roadway is critical in facilitating traffic during
emergency evacuation periods as it connects to other arterials and highways of the state
evacuation route network. The FDEM notes that State Road 70 has some of the longest
lasting vehicle queues in the Central Florida region, contributing to prolonged clearance
times. The project is anticipated to address deficiencies of the roadway which may reduce
crashes (including fatalities) and lead to enhanced emergency evacuation capabilities and
incident response times.
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Additional needs for the proposed improvements include maintaining the important east-
west connection and accommodating increasing freight activity along the project corridor.
State Road 70 is part of Florida's Strategic Intermodal System, or SIS, highway network and
part of the National Highway System. With the nearest available parallel east-west facilities
being located nearly 10 miles or more to the north and south, State Road 70 is integral to
facilitating east-west travel within the regional transportation network of Florida's
heartland. Improvements to State Road 70 are long-term priorities in Highlands and
Okeechobee Counties to facilitate the future growth of freight traffic in the region.

Additionally, the Heartland Regional Transportation Planning Organization (HRTPO), its
committees, and community stakeholders have identified State Road 70 as the highest
priority transportation facility in the region in need of improvements due to concerns
pertaining to safety, freight mobility, and economic growth.
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At this time, subsequent project phases, consisting of design, right-of-way, and
construction, are unfunded and therefore not included in the FDOT Five-year Work
Program in Fiscal Years 2026-2030. However, the project is listed in the FDOT SIS Cost
Feasible Plan 2035-2050 as cost feasible. Additionally, the HRTPO Transportation
Improvement Program for Fiscal Years 2025/2026 — 2029/2030 identifies the project in the
Fiscal Year 2029/2030 Transportation Project Priorities list.
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Within the project limits, State Road 70 is currently a two-lane undivided roadway with 10-
foot travel lanes and eight-foot shoulders, four feet of which are paved. The roadway
currently lies within 100 feet of existing right-of-way, and in some areas 70 feet of right-of-
way, or property FDOT already owns. Guardrail is present on at least one side of the
roadway for the majority of the corridor. Stormwater runoff is collected in roadside ditches.
Additionally, there are no designated bicycle lanes or sidewalks present on either side of
the roadway. The posted speed limit along the project corridor is 60 miles per hour.
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There are two bridges within the project limits, one over Slough Ditch or C-41A Canal and
one over the Kissimmee River or C-38 Canal. The existing bridge over C-41A Canal has two
12-foot travel lanes and 10-foot paved shoulders. The existing bridge over the Kissimmee

River has two 12-foot travel lanes and two-foot shoulders. Neither bridge has bicycle lanes
or sidewalks present on either side.
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The preferred alternative for State Road 70 results in a rural typical section with an open
roadway drainage system, meaning the use of ditches, for the four-lane construction. The
typical section includes: two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction; a 40-foot median with
eight-foot inside shoulders of which four feet are paved; 12-foot outside shoulders of which
five feet are paved; and a 12-foot shared use path on the south side of State Road 70
adjacent to the eastbound travel lanes. The average width needed for the right-of-way is
260 feet but varies throughout the alignment from 210 feet to 290 feet. The proposed
right-of-way need is primarily on the south side of State Road 70. The target, design and

posted speed are 65 mph.

11









@ PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

S.R. 70 Roadway

Rroposed| ihtufWay E
Right-f-Way

RgterEy— |
Verfes B d
mm— | ﬁ"f&'&’fgm ’ (1zrftD P s

iTravel 8| STravel iTravel 8| RTravel
Shoulder, [l Fanel [ 'anel shouider Shoulder I 'ane ]| [ Lanell§ Shoulder;
8l-008 B12°- 028 1210288 B12- 02

20z 2 0; 12'-02

=
3
i
=
&
2

‘Righ'tAoLway

S.R. 70 PD&E Study
From C.R. 721 S to C.R. 599/128th Avenue

Additionally, a new stormwater management system will be constructed. The roadway
stormwater runoff will be collected and conveyed in roadside ditches on the outside of the
travel lanes to stormwater management facilities that will be constructed along the
corridor. Offsite and onsite stormwater runoff will be handled separately. Therefore, the
typical section includes a second ditch on the north (westbound) side of the roadway to

collect and convey offsite stormwater flow.
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