
Florida Department of
TRANSPORTATION

John Ringling Causeway (State Road (S.R.) 789)
Improvements Project

from East of Sunset Drive to Bird Key Drive
Sarasota County

FPID No: 445926-2

Project Description:
The John Ringling Causeway (S.R. 789) 
is a vital transportation link connecting 
downtown Sarasota with the barrier 
islands of St. Armands, Lido Key, and 
Longboat Key. The Florida Department 
of Transportation (FDOT) is working with 
the City of Sarasota on improvements 
designed to reduce travel times between 
downtown and the barrier islands. These 
improvements include the addition of 
dedicated bicycle and transit lanes on the 
bridge, drainage upgrades, and raising 
the seawall cap near Sunset Drive. Other 
project activities include resurfacing the 
roadway throughout the project corridor 
and the installation of new traffic signals 
at the intersections of Sunset Drive, 
Golden Gate Drive, and Bird Key Drive. 
The project also includes relocating palm 
trees and small shrubs from their current 
locations on the eastern area of the John 
Ringling Causeway to medians closer to 
St. Armands Circle.

Project Schedule:
Start Date: January 2026
Completion Date: Early 2027

Key Improvements:
•	 Extension of bus-only lanes
•	 Dedicated bicycle lanes and signals
•	 Drainage upgrades
•	 Raising the seawall cap near Sunset Drive

Lane Closures:
Lane closures are anticipated during construction. 
The current restrictions are as follows:
•	 Weekday nighttime lane closures near the intersection: 

9 p.m. - 7 a.m.
•	 Weekend nighttime lane closures: 9 p.m. – 7 a.m.
•	 Speed limits during construction: Remain 

35 mph on both Gulfstream Avenue and 
John Ringling Causeway (S.R. 789)

JOIN US ON THE WEB 
www.swflroads.com/project/445926-2

facebook.com/MyFDOTSWFL

X.com/MyFDOT_SWFL

instagram.com/myfdot_swfl

Project Contacts: 
Alice Ramos, Community Outreach 
(941) 281-4150 
info@ringlingcausewayimprovements.com
Janella Newsome, Director of Communications
(863) 519-2828 
Janella.Newsome@dot.state.fl.us
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