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 Michelle Rutishauser, FDOT Project Manager 

 

FROM: Bruce W. Landis, P.E., AICP, Landis Evans + Partners, Project Manager 

 

SUBJECT: FPID 444857-1 Palmetto Trails Network PD&E Study in Manatee County 

 Southern Section Recommended Alternative 

 

This memorandum communicates the Recommended Alternative for the Southern Section of the Palmetto 

Trails PD&E Study. This recommendation has emerged per the Comparative Alternatives Evaluation of 

the study alignments and facilities and the Evaluation Matrix.  

BACKGROUND 

The Middle Section of the Palmetto Trails Network PD&E Study connects the MCAT transfer station on 

7th Avenue W to the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park, and continues to Coach Eddie Shannon Park 

(formerly known as Lincoln Park). The Northern Section of the Study connects Coach Eddie Shannon 

Park to Washington Park in the north. Figure 1 shows the Middle and Northern Sections’ Study 

Segments as a yellow line. The alignment of these Sections for advancement to the final public hearing 

(or workshop, depending on the Class of Action) has long been established, and their alternative facilities 

had been recommended by Landis Evans to the District on August 30, 2023, a copy of which is in 

Appendix A.   

The Southern Section of Manatee County Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development 

(BUILD)/Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE)/Transportation, 

Housing and Urban Development (T-HUD) Grants’ suggested alignment extends the Palmetto Trails 

Network PD&E Study corridor from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park south to the Manatee River, 

specifically to the intersection of Business U.S. 41 and Riverside Drive (Figure 2).  

An initial review of the grant applications’ proposed alignment suggested there may be some 

insurmountable right of way or permitting challenges. Consequently, additional alignments were 

evaluated as alternatives to the grant applications’ proposed alignment. Following engineering and 

environmental study, and initial community feedback from a February 2025 public meeting – and after 
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extensive discussions with the City of Palmetto, and in consultation with Manatee County, the PD&E 

Study team removed two southern segments, SA-1 and SB-1, from the PD&E study’s corridor per the 

City of Palmetto’s desire. The resulting PD&E Study evaluated segments are illustrated in Figure 3 and 

described in n 

Table 1. 

 

Figure 1 Middle and Northern Sections of the Palmetto Trails Network Study 
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Figure 2 Southern Section as Envisioned in BUILD/RAISE/T-HUD Grant Applications 
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.  

Figure 3 Segments Evaluated within Southern Section 
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TABLE 1 Southern Segment Descriptions  

 

  

The following section presents the Alternatives Evaluation Matrix and the Recommended Alternative:  

 

RECOMMENDED SOUTHERN SECTION ALTERNATIVE FOR PRESENTATION AT 

PUBLIC HEARING/WORKSHOP 

The Recommended Alternative is described from south to north as follows:  

• Segment S-C1a: 12-ft shared use path in the median of 5th Avenue W 

• Segment S-C1b: 12-ft shared use path in the median of 5th Avenue W 

• Segment S-D2: 12-ft shared use path on west side of 5th Avenue W 

• Segment S-E5: 8-ft shared use path on the west side of 5th Avenue W 

• Segment S-E6:  

o Southern portion: 12-ft shared use path on the west side of 5th Avenue W 

o Northern portion: 10-ft shared use path on the west side of 5th Avenue W (would require 

narrowing existing roadway pavement) 
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• Segment S-E7: Shared travel lanes with shared lane markings and speed cushions along with 6-ft 

sidewalks on 5th Avenue W 

• Segment G3: Shared travel lanes with shared lane markings and speed cushions along with 6-ft 

sidewalks on 12th Street W 

• Segment G2: Shared travel lanes with shared lane markings and speed along with 6-ft sidewalks 

on 12th Street W 

Three additional segments, S-D5, S-D6, and S-D7 were recommended by the Palmetto Community 

Redevelopment Agency (CRA) to connect the primary alignment to the Palmetto Estuary Preservation 

Project area. The CRA noted that they have acquired the parcel adjacent to S-D5 (6th Street W) and S-D6 

(4th Avenue W) and it could provide space for a trail facility. Segment S-D7 would make use of the very 

narrow right of way along Tennessee Street and be served by shared travel lanes.   

The location of the Recommended Alternative segments (i.e., the alignment of the Southern Section’s 

Recommended Alternative) is shown in Figure 4.  

Table 2 summarizes the PD&E team’s comparison analysis within an Evaluation Matrix format. The 

criteria used in this matrix are the same as those which were used and approved by FDOT in the 

Evaluation Matrix for the Middle and Northern Sections. The criteria can be found in Appendix A. The 

Recommended Alternative for the Southern Section is highlighted in columns of light green in the 

Evaluation Matrix. The proposed typical sections for the Southern Section Recommended Alternatives 

are included in Appendix B. 
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Figure 4  Southern Section - Recommended Alternative 
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TABLE 2 Evaluation Matrix- Southern Section 
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Appendix A  

 

August 30, 2023 Memo  

FPID 444857-1 Palmetto Trails Network PD&E Study in Manatee County Recommended Alternative  
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Appendix B  

 

Proposed Typical Sections for FPID 444857-1 Palmetto Trails Network PD&E Study in  

Manatee County Recommended Alternative for the Southern Section  
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TYPICAL SECTION 3A-S 
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